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COMMITMENT TO CHILDREN

The Town of Minto is committed to providing a safe, inclusive and quality Summer Day Camp
Program. Our program is designed to provide children with a variety of fun experiences that
promote a healthy, active lifestyle. We ensure that our staff will provide an environment that
promotes healthy child development.

Program Environments for children will be:

» Secure and safe

» Caring

e Stimulating

* Accessible

e Considerate of personal space and special needs
= Welcoming to all cultures and abilities

Program Activities for children will:

» Encourage co-operation, friendship and fun

e Provide children with opportunities for input, involvement and choice
e Provide opportunities for active participation and reflection

* Incorporate varied learning styles and developmental stages

= Value and incorporate cultural, racial and linguistic diversity

Summer Day Camp Leaders will:

= Ensure all children are treated with respect, honesty and trust

= Employ positive behaviour management methods

* Consistently model appropriate behaviour

» The Programs and Admin Coordinator will continually evaluate the program and the
staff’s leadership to reflect the changing needs of the camp and make improvements
as needed



FREQUENTLY ASKED QUESTIONS

Do | need to register my child for camp?

Camp is run on a first-come, first-serve basis. It is required that registration is done prior to
the Summer Day Camp. Online registration can be found on our website under the Child
Care tab.

How old must my child be to attend camp?

Your child must be no younger than in their 4t year, and no older than in their 11t year. If
your child receives the support of an educational assistant in school, one-on-one care is
required at camp. The Town of Minto Summer Day Camp has an Inclusion Leaders, which
can be utilized.

What time do | drop my child off?

Regular camp hours are 9am-4pm. However, we offer flexible drop off between 7:30am -
9:00am and pick up between 4:00pm - 5:15pm at no additional fee.

Where do | drop my child off?

Two locations are available for your child. You may register your child for either the
Palmerston or Harriston Summer Day Camp. Both Camps are at the Arena. A sign-in, sign-
out policy is in effect at camp. The person dropping the child off or picking them up must
provide their name and be preapproved to do so.

What if | am late to pick up my child?

If you are going to be late (past 5:15pm), please call the Town of Minto office before 5pm at
519.338.2511 ext 24 3. A late fee may be applied.

What if my child is going to be absent?

If you have signed your child up to be at camp and they are going to be absent, please let us
know by calling the Town of Minto at 519.338.2511 ext 243 or emailing;:
childcare@town.minto.on.ca. We take attendance daily and will call home if a child is
absent. You may still be responsible for paying for camp the day of the absence if adequate
notice was not given.

What if someone else is picking up my child?

Please provide us with a note if someone who is not a parent or caregiver of the child is
picking them up from camp. This note should include the name of the person who is picking
the child up, the date and your signature signifying your permission. If someone comes to
pick up your child without prior written consent, the Camp Site Leader will contact you for
verbal permission prior to releasing your child.
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Can my child travel to and from camp alone?

Your child’s safety is very important to us. An authorized parent or caregiver must pick up
their children from camp. Written permission from a parent or caregiver is required to allow
a child to leave camp alone.

What if | need to pick up my child during the camp day?

Call the Town of Minto at 519.338.2511 ext 243 to plan to meet your child’s group at the
designated meeting area. It is best to make arrangements ahead of time, as your child may
be away from the main site in an activity and it may take some time for the camp to walk
back and meet you. On the camp door will be a “You can find us at...” sign as well.

What if my child becomes ill at camp?

In the event your child becomes ill at camp, we will contact you to come and pick them up at
the camp site. If your child is too ill to participate fully in all aspects of the program, please
keep them home from camp. When a child is feeling poorly the last place they want to be is
on a bus, outdoors in the heat, or around their friends who are busy having a good time.

What should | send my child for lunch?

Your child will be very active at camp- swimming, playing games, sports, walking, etc.
Children need healthy lunches, snacks, and a water bottle to fuel this high activity level.
Therefore, greater quantities of food may be required than on a typical school day. When
you pack your child’s lunch, please keep in mind their lunch will not be refrigerated, but
there are microwaves available to use with the help of staff.

We strive to be a nut-free program.
What should my child wear to camp?
Please dress your child each day in:
= Washable clothes that you don’'t mind possibly getting stained

= Fabrics that are cool and lightweight-it’s a good idea to layer clothes, as mornings are
often cooler than afternoons

* Running shoes for activities and sandals for activities that involve water.

* A hat and/or sunglasses for sunny days

How do | protect my child from the sun?

The best way to ensure protection from the sun is to wear sunscreen. Please send
sunscreen that is labeled with your child’s name to camp. We will prompt children to put on



sunscreen before going outside and will also assist with the application if necessary. We will
also plan activities so that children are not out in the hot sun all day.

How do | protect my child from insect bites?
Please send labelled bug spray with your child to camp.
What happens during unpleasant weather?

On rainy days, children will participate in indoor activities and we may or may not go
swimming, depending on the severity of the weather. During extreme heat or smog
conditions, our program is adjusted to include activities that require less exertion and are
conducted indoors or shaded areas. Campers are reminded to drink plenty of water
throughout each day.

When will my child swim?

We walk to the public swimming pool each day for a 45 min private swim. Depending on
the site, times may vary between 12:00 - 2:00 pm (weather permitting). Please pack a
bathing suit and towel each day. We ask that all children 6 and under bring their own
Lifejackets. The pool does have lifejackets available but there are limited numbers. Staff
will then be in the pool with the children and the pools are guarded. Children must pass a
swim test conducted by the lifeguard to swim in the deep end of the pool.

What if my child needs medication at camp?

Please fill out a medication form on EPACT prior to your child attending camp. All medications
need to be in the original container with your child’s name and date of prescription. If the
medication is for emergency use (ex. Inhaler or epi-pen), please send it in a waist pack so
that it can be carried with your child.

What if my child loses something at camp?

Please do not send valuable items to camp (money or electronics). To help ensure that your
child’s belongings return at the end of the day, please label your child’s items. Any found
items at the end of the day will be collected and place in the lost-and-found box at the camp
site. You can look through this box at any time and claim your child’s items. Items are held
until the end of the summer, at which point unclaimed items are donated to children in need.
The Town of Minto is not responsible for lost or stolen articles.

What rules must my child follow at camp?

a) DO NOT LEAVE THE GROUP: Kids must not leave the group at any time or under any
circumstances. Any child who leaves the group will have parents called for pick-up.
Leaving is a zero tolerance policy.

b) RESPECT: Kids must respect others, and understand that any bullying, racism,
teasing or otherwise mean behavior will not be tolerated. Disrespect of Summer Day
Camp property or that of our host sites will not be tolerated.



¢) NO TOUCHING: Hands and feet always remain to themselves
d) HAVE FUN
How will my child be disciplined at camp?

Each site has a set of standard rules. All participants should be aware of these rules and the
consequences of breaking the rules.

Minor Offence:

a) Verbal Warning. The leader will explain what was done wrong and the appropriate
behaviour.

b) Time out or a special privilege is taken away (swimming, craft, game). Leader will
explain appropriate behaviour to the child. An incident form will be completed.

c) Phone call to parents by the Programs and Admin Coordinator or the Summer Day
Camp Site Leader.

Major Offense: (i.e. fighting, constant swearing, running away)

a) Verbal Warning. Explaining what was done wrong and the rules and consequences.
An incident form will be completed.

b) Phone call to parents by the Programs and Admin Coordinator or the Summer Day
Camp Site Leader

What qualifications or training does staff have?

All staff is required to be First Aid and CPR certified, obtain WHMIS training annually,
vulnerable sector police check and be trained in HIGH FIVE Principles of Healthy
Child Development.

What is an LIT?

An LIT (leader in training) is a volunteer position. The LIT assists the leaders with various
activities, including games and crafts. The LIT position can be used to go towards a
student’s high school community service hours.

Does camp have themed sessions?

Yes! Each week is a different themed week where we do crafts and activities pertaining to
that week’s theme.
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Week 1: $160.00,
from Jul 3, 2023 -
Jul 7, 2023

Theme - Adventureland! Join us for a fun filled week of adventure as we
enter the first week of summer day camp.

Week 2: $180.00,
from Jul 10, 2023 -
Jul 14, 2023

Theme - Holidays Each day of the week we will celebrate a different
holiday. We will also go on a special trip for a movie at the Norgan Theatre.

Week 3: $160.00,
from Jul 17, 2023 -
Jul 21, 2023

Theme - Big Machines This will be a BIG and exciting week as the camp will
have its very own touch-a-truck as well as a trip to the John Deer Tractor
Show.

This week Palmerston Camp we will be stationed out of the Lions Park
Pavilion.

Week 4: $160.00,
from Jul 24, 2023 -
Jul 28, 2023

Theme - Kindness & Mindfulness We are going to jump for joy and find
peace as we dive into how we can do good for ourselves and others.

Week 5: $160.00,
from Jul 31, 2023 -
Aug 4, 2023

Theme - Beach Week Sun, sand and surf as we celebrate and pretend, we
are spending a week at the beach.

Week 6 - Short
Week: $160.00,
from Aug 8, 2023 -
Aug 11, 2023

Theme - Circus This week may be short, but it will be mighty!! Both camps
will merge for a fun-filled day at the circus complete with a special guest
performer.

Week 7: $180.00,
from Aug 14, 2023 -
Aug 18, 2023

Theme- Celebrate the Arts! The creative juices will flow with a week full of
music, drama, dance and art. We will also visit the Norgan Theatre for a
special movie.

Week 8: $160.00,
from Aug 21, 2023 -
Aug 25, 2023

Theme - Farm to Table Spend a week learning all about where our food
comes from.

This week Palmerston Camp we will be stationed out of the Lions Park
Pavilion.




What is the cost and method of payment for Adventure Camp?

The weekly rate is $160/child. Trips or special events are extra and priced only to cover
transportation and admissions costs.

Payment is required prior to your child attending camp. Full payment is required 7 days in
advance of the week they are enrolled. Payments are made online or at the Town of Minto
office. We do not accept payment at camp.

Under what circumstances will | be refunded my payment?

Minor changes without penalty to care required during a week will be accepted until noon of
the Monday prior. For example, changes will be accepted up until June 26th for the week of
July 3rd,,

A refund or credit will be granted and calculated as follows:
a) Program cancellation by Recreation Department - full registration fee
b) Last minute cancellations - non-refundable
c) Cancellations due to medical reasons - full registration fee

What trips is the camp going on this summer?

We are going on two day trips and going to the Norgan Theatre in Palmerston two times this
summer. A limited number of children will be able to attend these trips. There are permission
forms to be signed for your child(ren) to attend our trips. This will be a first come first serve
basis. The dates of these trips are outlined below:

Week 2 - Norgan Theatre
Week 3 - Trip to the John Deer Tractor Show

Week 6 - Circus Day with special Performer
Week 7 - Norgan Theatre

*Note: movies for the Norgan Theatre will not be decided until the week of camp, we cannot
guarantee we will be able to see a particular movie.





